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Come with us to 
Weaverville, N.C. - Wednesday August 20, 1958 


EGINNING AT 10 O’CLOCK IN THE MORNING 


Conference on Reformed Theological Thought 
Sponsored By 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


SUBJECTS TO BE PRESENTED 


The Reformed Doctrine of Christ’s Work in Glory 
By Dr. J. G. S. S. Thomson 


The Reformed Doctrine of The Holy Spirit 
By Dr. Wm. E. Hill, Jr. | 


The Reformed Doctrine of Imputation 


By Dr. Floyd Hamilton 


| Calvin’s Attitude on Tolerance and Intolerance 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


A Fresh Look at The Hypothesis of Evolution 
By Dr. Gordon H. Clark 


LUNCH WILL BE SERVED TO ALL WHO ATTEND 
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EDITORIAL 


From Here to Eternity 


“But be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, decewwing your own selves.” — 


—James 1:22 


Giving intellectual assent to the truths of 
Christianity is easy, but it is not saving faith. 
It is self deception at its worst. 


In no area do we need to examine ourselves 
more carefully. Many of us have been raised 
in Christian homes where the Christian faith 
is taken as a matter of course. Many of us 
give assent to the teachings of the Scriptures 
without recognizing that such assent entails 
obedience to those teachings. 


Having taken the first step of acquiescence 
there is always grave danger of going no fur- 
ther, but it is the carrying out of the details 
of Christian living in our every day lives which 
attests to the reality of the faith which we 
profess. 


Thrilled with the assurance of God’s grace 
and admitting that our salvation depends solely 
on the merits and finished work of Christ we 
must remember that the other side of the coin 
requires us, by this same grace, to put into 
practice the faith we profess. 

The epistle of James is not pleasant reading. 
It goes right through our subterfuges and gives 
the acid test of obedience to show whether our 
profession is one of the lips or of the heart, a 
profession which expresses itself in deeds for 
Christ’s sake. 


Only too often we are content with a faith 
which does not express itself in Christian works. 
Knowing that we are saved by faith alone we 
forget that only that faith which finds expres- 


sion in obedience to God’s holy will is a genu- 


ine faith. We need to remember that the devils 
also believe and tremble — but they are lost. 


“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it ts sin.” 


—James 3:17 
—L.N.B. 


Self Deception 


“Tf it works it is obsolete,” is a common say- 
ing at the Pentagon. This is but a facetious 
recognition of the rapidity of change in an era 
of unprecedented discovery and development. 


We see the mansions of one generation be- 
come the boarding houses of the next and the 


slums of the third. That which is the acme of 


modernity becomes, in time, its very antithesis. 


Thoughtful people in every generation, aware 
of the kaleidoscopic changes which seem to 
come with ever mounting tempo, long for some- 
thing that endures and is not subject to re- 
vision. Henry F. Lyte expressed the thought 
in his immortal hymn: 


Change and decay, in all around I see, 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 


Centuries earlier, under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, the Apostle Paul wrote: “While 
we look not at the things which are seen, but 
at the things which are not seen; for the things 
which are seen are temporal (temporary), but 
the things which are not seen are eternal” 
(II Cor. 4:8). 


Paul was no pessimist; he was a realist. ‘To 
anticipate the night while it is still day is 
based on sound reasoning. We live in a time 
of unprecedented discoveries, many of which 
tend to make life longer and living more com- 
fortable and enjoyable. But with change and 
progress the inexorable law of change and de- 
cay also operates. Strange that so few in this 
world prepare for the inevitable. 


The glory of Christ’s redemptive work is that 
full provision for time and eternity has been 
made for man’s salvation. This truth grasped 
and acted upon can solve every problem. While 
the complexities of modern civilization, dom1- 
nated by revolutionary industrial change and 
developments and accelerated by the atomic era, 
have brought with them problems that require 
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new approaches and solutions, the basic need of 
the human heart is the same from one genera- 
tion to the next. 


Whether in the time of Abraham, Isaiah, 
Paul, Luther, or Moody and Graham, whether 
in a Fifth Avenue mansion or the jungle of 
Ecuador, men are still prone to lust and kill, 
to pride and jealousy, to sickness and death. 
Man has never, of himself, escaped from the 
dilemmas inherent within himself. 


True, social complexities, corporate sins, cul- 
tural deficiencies exist that are the reflections 
of ignorance, indifference or deliberate perver- 
sions of truth and right. But scratch the sur- 
face and one invariably finds underlying all 
these the manifestations of inherent evil within 
the individual. We are all prone to think of 
sin only in limited terms and then only as is 
manifested in others. We forget that the sins 
of the spirit are as vile in God’s sight as the 
sins of the flesh, that pride and envy are can- 
cers as much as lust and dishonesty. 


A third category, indifference to our brother’s 


‘spiritual and material needs, is even less fre- 


quently recognized as evil and sinful. 


Change and decay within ourselves and on 
every hand are but the inevitable results of 
man’s separation from God through sin. For 
that reason the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the 
only message that is completely relevant for 
our times. Once restore the perspective of 
eternity to time, of the Creator to the creature, 
then life itself falls into clear focus. 


Nearly two millenniums ago John the Baptist 
exclaimed: “Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” In the twen- 
tieth century, just as truly as then, Christ re- 
mains the answer to the sin problem of the 
world. Degenerative processes of the physical 
body and of the society to which we belong 
will inevitably take their course, but Christians 
are united with the One who changes not— 
the same yesterday, today and forever. 


This is being written on the fortieth floor of 


a midtown hotel as I look down on lower Man- 


hattan. The Woolworth building, the pride and 
wonder of a former generation, is now dwarfed 
by scores of larger and more modern structures. 
People occupying them are no different than 
the occupants of the older buildings. The car- 
riages and trams of yesterday have given way 


to the cars and buses of today. But the same 
kinds of people drive them. Sleek liners now 
dock where windjammers once tied up; giant 
planes and an occasional helicopter cross the 
sky. But the man traveling at six hundred miles 
an hour has the same heart as the one driving 
an oxcart. 


Tomorrow will see even greater changes. We 
are on the eve of the greatest technological ad- 
vances in all history and our imaginations are 
staggered by that which science may produce. 
But none of these things can alter the human 
heart one whit. Change? Yes. Decay? Certain. 


In the midst of the storm there stands a Rock. 
Confronted by chaos there is Certainty. Lost 
in the maze of conflicting roads there is for us 
a Way. Perplexed by multiplied philosophies 
there is the Truth. Facing inevitable death we 


are offered Life. Surrounded by spurious mes- 


siahs there stands the living Christ, man’s only 
access to the Father. 


Change and decay men can see and their 


inevitability should cause all to ponder. But 


the god of this world has blinded man’s eyes 
lest he would see the truth and turn to the 
light. The lost horizon of contemporary teach- 
ing and preaching is the future life. Concerned 
with the social ills about us we forget that 
their solution rests primarily in regeneration, 
not reformation; in new men with new hearts. 
Only that is relevant which really changes and 
only the Gospel of Jesus Christ in its fullness 


does this. 


Some have accepted Christ as Saviour but 
failed to make him Lord. This is a perversion of 
truth, not an invalidation of truth itself. An 
unending emphasis on taking Christ into every 
area of our daily lives is needed, but it is also 
a compelling truth that no one can have Christ 
as Lord of life unless he is also Saviour from sin. 


To neglect the fact of change and decay is 
folly. To look at time and forget eternity is 
to be utterly blind. There is turmoil and un- 
certainty—admit it. We are transients in a 


dying world—act accordingly. Christians are 


each generation’s visible link with eternity. ‘That 
some give little evidence of. this relationship 
in no way contravenes the validity of the fact. 
The imperfections of the most saintly are added 
evidence of the love and grace of God. 

Facing the inevitability of death, only the 
Christian has the answer. He alone knows who 
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he is, why he is here, and where he is going. 
And all that he is and all that he knows centers 
in the person and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the eternal Son of God. 


We do not fully know what the future holds. 


But we do know the One who holds the future 


—and in his keeping it is safe. 
j —L.N.B. 


—From Christianity Today 


Is the Question of Re-Marrying 
a Divorcee a Joint or a 
Several Power? 


In our present Confession of Faith the mat- 
ter of re-marrying a divorcee is made to hang 
on whether or not the applicant is the innocent 
part in a divorce granted on Scriptural grounds. 
The proposed change, in the section entitled 
REPORT, suggests that marriage be treated 
as are other matters of Biblical idealism, and 
divorce as other sins coming short of the perfect 
way revealed by God in His Holy Word. This 
position in the REPORT, then, seems to make 
the question of divorce and re-marriage a mat- 
ter of Church discipline. Likewise the proposed 
New Chapter XXVI speaks of the remarriage 
of divorced persons being “sanctioned by the 
Church in keeping with the redemptive Gospel 
of Christ, when sufficient penitence for sin and 
failure is evident.” ‘This again implies the 
action of a court in judgment deciding in this, 
as in other matters of discipline, that sufficient 
penitence is evident. 


Our Book of Church Order, par, 16, carefully 
distinguishes between the several or individual 
exercise of ecclesiastical power by an officer, and 
the joint exercise of power in Church courts 


after the form of judgment, which is the power > 


of jurisdiction. The REPORT and the proposed 
New Chapter assume that the question of re- 
marriage of divorcees is to be a matter of the 
joint power of a Church court. Probably this 
was the position proposed by the ad interim 
Committee to the 1958 Assembly for the pro- 
posed revisions of the Book of Church Order. 
But that Assembly so changed the proposed 
revision as to make the decision of whether or 
not to re-marry a divorcee an individual or 
several power in the exclusive authority of the 
minister. 


Now it may well be that details of a request 
for re-marriage should go only to the minister. 
But if this action is to be put with the REPORT 
in line with other matters of sin and discipline, 
if it is to be an action “sanctioned by the 
Church” after sufficient penitence is evident, 
then it ought to be approved by the Session 
or the Presbytery. To take this serious matter 
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off its Scriptural basis in the present chapter, 
and then to take it off of its court action as 
presupposed in the REPORT and in the pro. 
posed New Chapter and rest it exclusively on 
the will of the minister will issue in confusion 
worse confounded. Everything will hang on the 
will of a single fallible, sinful man — even 
though he be a minister. He will be subject 
to all kinds of pressure. More than the honor 
— or the shame — of the Church and particu- 
larly of the local congregation will be in the 
hands of one who may not serve that body 
more than eighteen months. And the perma- 
nent local elders will have to live with the 
decisions (sometimes mistakes) made by this 
individual long after he has moved to “greener” 
pastures. | 


Again, there seems to be likewise a parallel 
between the three sections of the Report of 
the Ad-Interim Committee in its treatment of 
the gravity of the sins which lead to divorce. 
In the Section labelled REPORT sin is prop- 
erly spoken of as the result of man’s rebellion 
against God and guilt is recognized. The pro- 
posed New Chapter speaks of penitence for sin 
and failure. But the proposed changes in the 
Book of Church Order which will directly 
govern the minister’s decision uses strangely 
minimistic language to describe the sin of adul- 
tery, thus, “the mere fact of having been 
wronged”... “the mere fact of previous guilt 
(however grievous)’. Why suggest twice to the 
minister upon whose weak shoulders the whole 
responsibility of maintaining the honor of Christ 
and the sanctity of the Church, as well as bless- 
ing the people, rests that the breach of the . 
marriage covenant and the violation of the sev- 
enth commandment is a mere fact? This weak 
language invites him to minimize the gravity 
of the situation according to methods of Jesuit 
casuistry — particularly now that it is put ex- 
clusively into his hands as though he were the 
priest with all the judicial authority of a private 
confessional. In contrast to this soft terminology 


the Canons of Dort speak of the adulterous fall 


of David as, “grievous and atrocious sims,” as 
“enormous sins which exceedingly offend God,’ 
and “incur the guilt of death.” In his peniten- 
tial psalms, David speaks of “the iniquity of my 


sin” and of his “bloodguiltiness”. James tells 


us that when lust has conceived it brings forth 
sin and that when sin is finished it brings forth 
death. The only place where sin is adequately 
dealt with is at the Cross where Jesus was made 
sin and a curse for us, and no one can contem-: 
plate that solemn scene and be satisfied with 
a minimistic description of the sin which breaks 
up the home. —W.C.R. 
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Seven Years of Bible Study | 


In the fall of 1947 I was invited to join two 
Bible classes, and to make up my mind which 
to choose, I attended each. One studied the 
regular Sunday School lessons; the other, by 
its decision, had just launched a verse by verse 
study of the Bible. I enrolled for this course. 
A few weeks later our teacher was appointed 
Sunday School superintendent and to my sur- 
prise I was asked to take the class. 


At the time I did not realize the magnitude 
of our undertaking, neither did we know how 
long it would take nor what the results would 
be. We read every verse and discussed any 
subject any member of the class suggested. Our 
pastor, Dr. W. G. Foster (now at Florence, 
§. C.) visited us often and we called on him 
to help us clear up certain points. | 

The Old Testament took five years, equal to 
five days a week, one year in school with no 
vacation. During the five years we had the 
best percentage attendance of any class in Sun- 
day School. A number of men who were not 
in this class told me they regretted missing 
this study. The only Sundays I was absent were 
when I was out-of-town on church business. 


_ Vacations did not keep me away. 


I prepared for each Sunday and most of the 
men studied for the “lesson” during the week. 
Actually, my job as leader (not teacher) was 
easy. ‘The men were eager to talk. We skipped 
the “begats” and Chronicles, leaving us approxi- 
mately 900 chapters for 250 Sundays. We read 
a few chapters without comment and some- 
times covered as many as five short chapters, 
which may have been going too fast. Usually 
we were the last class to be dismissed and the 
elders had to rush to their Session meeting be- 
fore worship services. As far as I can remember, 
every man in the class attended every morning 
worship service. 

What we learned amazed us. You get much 
more out of reading aloud and we found things 
we didn’t know were in the Bible. Before 
we got through we had a class of experts able 
to answer almost any question raised. To me, 


it was a great experience and I would like to 


do it again. 
After five years we reached the New Testa- 


ment and a few months later I was laid up with 


a coronary occlusion and was out of circula- 
tion a year. Meanwhile the class met at my 
house two or three times while I was recover- 
ing. When I returned to Sunday School, we 
had passed the half-way mark. So it turned 
into a seven-year course and I wish every Pres- 
byterian man had an opportunity to take it. 
You can get a lot out of the Bible in a seven- 
year systematic study, especially with an inter- 
ested and cooperative minister guiding your 


footsteps. 
—Ralph Brewer 
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Your Bible 


1. It is simple in purpose; i.e., To give to man 
a plan of salvation. , 


2. It is the only book which explains both the 
origin and the destination of man. 


3. It is a single unit. Every true Christian must 
accept the entire book and if he does not 
understand it all then his true faith will 
enable him to believe it anyway. 


4.In it may be found the solution to every 
problem which confronts man, whether eco- 


nomic, social or spiritual. 
5. It is the most accurate history of the world. 


6. There are no doctrimal differences or con- 


-tradictions in it. Doctrinal differences lie 
only in men’s different viewpoints and vary- 
ing degrees of understanding. 


7.It was written by men but it is divinely 
inspired. This is plainly evident when it 


is compared with any other book in the 


world. 


8. The devil and all his cohorts have been 
totally unable to misinterpret it or to offer 
even a halfway substitute. 


9.In it may be found peace for the weary, 
comfort for the sorrowful, hope for the con- 
fused and eternal life for the lost. 


10. A ten-word definition: | 
Man’s utter failure in sin. 
God’s complete remedy in Christ. 


Isn’t it strange that man will seek everywhere 
for the answers except in the one place where 
they may all be found? 

—R.LeC. 


God’s Jewels 


“And they shall be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, 
in that day when I make up my jewels.” 


_ Peter speaks of the “precious blood” of Jesus, 
and Malachi speaks of the jewels - precious 
jewels - which have been purchased by that 
precious blood. These jewels are very precious, 
for each one, according to Jesus’ estimation, is 
worth more than the wealth of the world. These 
jewels are the redeemed men and women, boys 
and girls, who have been saved by the precious 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. In the midst 
of some very solemn warnings about the day 
of judgment, Malachi tells us that God is mak- 
ing up His jewels. | 

There is a beautiful picture in the National 
Gallery of London called “Cornelia and her 
Jewels.” The home is that of Cornelia, the 
mother of the Gracchi. Her friend has been 


exhibiting her jewels. A string of pearls is 
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still in her hand, and other costly gems are 
displayed on the table before her. Now she 
is saying, “Cornelia, show me your jewels.” At 
that moment her two boys come pounding in, 
perhaps from school, for one of them has a 
book in his hands. Cornelia clasps them to 
her as she replies, “These are my jewels.” So 
God, who owns all the gold and silver and 
precious stones in the world, says, as He beholds 
the great multitude whom no man can number, 
who have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb: “These are 
my jewels; the redeemed ones of the earth.” 
He speaks of us when He says: “the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints,” for 
the saints of all the ages are His jewels. 

We can estimate their value in several ways. 


We can look at creation. When God came to 
man, He said, Let us make man in our image. 
The best and most beautiful of all created 
things is man. We see what Jesus thought of 
man. He did not spend His time looking for 
silver and gold and diamonds and pearls, but in 
looking for men: The Son of man came to 
seek and to save that which was lost. But the 
best place to estimate the value of these jewels 
is Calvary, and as we watch Him suffer and 
die in order that men might be saved, we see 
that He considered them worth the price He 
had to pay. : 

Are we helping Him make up His jewels? 
If so, then we can share in the joy that will 
be His, “in that day when I make up my 
jewels.” —J.K.P. 


Shop 


By Rev. George Scotchmer 


Galveston, Texas 


Occasionally when ministers are together they 
indulge a bit of “shop talk.” Among other 
things, they discuss methods of preaching and 
types of sermons. Perhaps laymen might find 
such discussion quite interesting. 


There is value in knowing something of the 
mechanics of preaching. However, it must be 
heavily underscored that the effectiveness of 
preaching can never be explained in terms of 
the techniques of preaching. Only the Holy 
Spirit can use “the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe” (I Corinthians 1:21), 
or to strengthen believers in the things of Christ. 


There are different types of sermons, any of 
which, when truly Christ-exalting, can be used 
of the Spirit of God to bring the blessings of 
God to the hearts of men. There are topical 
sermons in which a subject is selected and re- 
lated to the Bible as well as to the minds of 
the people. There are textual sermons which 
involve the unfolding of a single verse of Scrip- 
ture. There are expository sermons which open 
up sections of Scripture and relate them to other 
portions of the Word of God. These may be 
in series following whole books of the Bible, 
or they may be several verses from one section 
of the Scripture. These are the three general 
types of sermons, but they by no means exhaust 
all of the categories. 


Expository preaching, especially when it fol- 
lows through whole books of the Bible, is uni- 
versally acknowledged by experts in the field 
of homiletics (the science of preaching) to be 
the most desirable but also the most difficult 
kind of sermonizing. It is more difficult because 
it requires more time and research; it frequently 
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takes the minister into areas of truth which may 
lie outside his normal interests; the expositor 
is obliged to make an honest effort to unfold 
the whole counsel of God, coming to grips with 
not only the most unpopular but also the most 
profound elements of God’s Word. 


Moreover, expository preaching presupposes 


audiences comprised of those who have a desire 
to know and understand the Scriptures. It does 
not immediately appeal to all those looking 
for religious entertainment, to the superficial, 
or to those who are spiritually “dull of hearing.” 
(Hebrews 5:11). Sometimes it is not popular 
with young Christians, but if they stay with it 
and supplement it by daily Bible study it soon 
begins to take hold of their hearts and lives. 


At times, this kind of preaching takes the 
minister and the congregation into deep water. 
Hence, the occasional complaint: “It’s going 
over my head.” This is to be expected because 
the river of God’s Word is deep at many points. 
But even when it goes over our heads, it has 
cleansing powers which refresh rather than sut- 


focate. It is part of our spiritual pilgrimage 


to adventure together as minister and people 
in deep, as well as shallow waters. Even the 
Apostle Peter remarked that the Apostle Paul’s 
utterances contained “some things hard to be 
understood” (II Peter 3:16). As a twentieth- 
century preacher, I am obliged to make a similar 
observation concerning some of Peter’s utter- 
ances. The Bible wouldn’t be the Word ol 
God if it did not transcend at points the undet- 
standing of men. If the waters begin to go 
over our heads, we would admonish in the 
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words of a pulpit giant of another generation: 
“Brethren, lift up your heads.” 


very reasons which make expository 
preaching difficult are reasons which make it 
desirable. It is desirable for its effects upon 
the preacher: It demands a constant study of 
the Word as well as intensive study of commen- 
taries on the Word; it drives him to his knees 
for the Holy Spirit’s illumination of the Word; 
it gives variety to his preaching. Instead of 
rotating around twelve to fifteen favorite 
themes which is the usual limit for most topical 
preachers, the expository preacher is obliged 
to offer the variety of subject matter presented 
by the Bible itself. For example, in the short 
compass of the first two chapters of II Thessa- 
lonians, we are confronted with such divergent 
topics as persecution, prayer, the second coming, 
the antichrist, and predestination. It enables 
the preacher to declare the whole counsel of 
God in all of its marvelous fullness, and to de- 
clare it objectively without being accused of 
picking texts simply “to target” at certain mem- 
bers of a congregation. 7 


It is desirable for its effects on the congrega- 
tion. It weds them to the Word of God instead 
of to the minister of God’s Word. 


This was dramatized for the writer several 
summers ago. It was his privilege to preach 
for Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse in his famous 
Philadelphia Church one August week-end in 
1951, then speak at his New York Bible class 
the following Monday. Excellent congregations 


were present at the Sunday services in Philadel-_ 


phia and about 600 were in attendance at the 
Monday night Bible Class in New York. ‘They 
did not come to hear the preacher who was un- 
known to them; they came to hear the Word. 
They are present whether Dr. Barnhouse is in 
his pulpit or not. A few weeks later when back 
in Atlanta an officer of one of the large Atlanta 
churches told me that if their very popular 
preacher, who was then ill, did not get back 
to his pulpit soon, they would have no congre- 
gation left. When he is there the church is 
packed; when he leaves for a short period of 
time, the congregation disperses. He is a topical 
preacher. 


Expository preaching builds _ spiritually 
virile congregations of spiritually intelligent, 
Biblically-informed people. Some of the great- 
est preachers of our generation, such as Dr. 
Barnhouse; Harold John Ockenga, Park Street, 
Boston; Alan Redpath, Moody Church, Chi- 
cago; Dr. Martin-Lloyd Jones, pastor of West- 
minster Chapel, London, and possibly the great- 
est pulpiteer in London today: Dr. Karl Barth 
of Switzerland, the most famous theologian of 
our generation; and many others, along with 
illustrious names out of the past such as Calvin, 
Luther, Spurgeon, Alexander MacLaren, F. B. 


AUGUST 13, 1958 


throughout the 


THIS SIMPLE PLAN 
SOLVES A 
GIVING PROBLEM 


This folder gives the simple plan of how 
you can receive a safe, generous, and assured | 
income for life by making a gift to Church 


Extension. Your gift purchases a regular 


annuity for you and, depending on your age, 
you may receive up to 7.4% per year in re- 
turns — regardless 
of prevailing busi- 
ness conditions. 
Payments to you 
are made semi-an- 
nually. The princi- 
pal later goes to 
help in spreading. 
Christianity 


South. Begin now. 
See how people 
with small or large 


incomes, may enjoy Ack ton 
this plan. FREE FOLDER 
| Write to 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer — 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Georgia 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 
Fall Session Begins 
September 6, 1958 


is C. MOTTE. PRESIDENT 
North Carelina 


Meyer, G. Campbell Morgan, H. A. Ironside, 
must all be classed as expository preachers. 
Billy Graham, although an evangelist, does a 
greatdeal of this kind of preaching to his nightly 
campaign audiences. 

To conclude this “shop talk,” we would point 


out that the exposition of the Word has done 


more to influence people, churches, homes, and 
even nations, Christward, than any other kind. 
Calvin’s commentaries and Luther’s work on 
Romans, had much to do with guiding the 
course of the Reformation. In our generation, 
it was Karl Barth’s expositions on Romans 
that touched off the revolt in the theological 
world against modernism and initiated a trend 
back to a more Biblical faith. On the interpreta- 
tion of the Scriptures hang the most momentous 


decisions made by men and. nations. By the 


Word Christians are nourished and sustained 
in the Christian life; individual lives, homes 
and nations flourish by the preaching of His 
Word and the praising of His Name. 
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NUMBER EICHT OF A SERIES 


MAN TO MINISTER: 


MINISTER TO MAN: 


... a More 


Effective Ministry 


yj 


I have loved my Church and been active in it all my 
life. I want to place in my will a bequest which will 
enable my Church to do an even more effective minis- 
try. How can I best do so? 


If you wish to help your Church, invest in its future 
leadership—the ministers, missionaries, directors of 
Christian education, the lay leaders who will determine 
the Church’s future. I would suggest that you consider 
placing one of your own Presbyterian colleges or semi- 
naries in your will. An unrestricted gift can be used by 
trustees to meet the greatest present need and ensure 
that the Church may be served by a constant stream 
of well-trained and dedicated young people. 


OUR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 

SENIOR COLLEGES King Queens 
Agnes Scott Davidson Mary Baldwin Southwestern 
Arkansas Davis and Elkins Montreat Stillman 
Austin Hampden-Sydney Presbyterian Westminster 
Belhaven Consolidated Presbyterian College of North Carolina 
Centre Flora Macdonald, Peace, Presbyterian Junior 
JUNIOR COLLEGES Schreiner Institute 
Lees Junior Lees-McRae Mitchell School of the Ozarks 
SEMINARIES AND TRAINING SCHOOL 

Columbia Louisville Union 
eal Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers 


COMMITTEE ON 


“lf 1 had a thousand dollars BEQUESTS AND DEFERRED GIFTS 


to give away, | would give 


it to a Christian college in FOR PRESBYTERIAN 
America, where in building EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


Christian character and in 
training young men and wom- 


for additional information write to 


en you are raising the seed Board of Christian Education (BEQUESTS) 


corn of the earth.” 


Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


ADONIRAM JUDSON Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
MISSIONARY TO BURMA 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 31 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


T. emperance And Social Justice 


Background Scripture: Proverbs 23:29-35; Daniel 1:1-20; Habakkuk 2:9-16; Romans 13:11-15:23 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 5:11-23 


There is no one factor which upsets and demoralizes society more than the indulgence in wine and 
beer and whiskey and yet the drinking of strong drink seems to be almost a universal custom at social 
gatherings. Washington sets the example and the rest of the country follows. Our capital is known 
as “the wettest city in the land.” If you can believe what you_.see on TV, then the first thing you 
do for a guest is to offer him a drink. We have something like 0,000 alcoholics in the United 


States and the number both of men and women 
is rapidly increasing. 


In the Song of the Vineyard found in our 
Devotional Reading from Isaiah 5, we have this 
“woe”: “Woe unto them that rise up early in 
the morning, that they may follow strong drink; 
that continue until night, till wine inflame 
them!” This woe is for America as well as for 
Israel. We have here a true picture of much 
of the social life of our country. We seem to 
be caught in a net with no effort being made 
to escape. We spend millions of dollars trying 


to help the poor alcoholic, and hundreds of 


millions trying to advertise our favorite brands 
of strong drink. Where we cure one pitiful case 
we make ten new ones. 


More than one country has been ruined by 
indulgence in strong drink. Even Russia seems 
to realize the danger and is taking steps to 
check it, while our country persists in its mad- 
ness. We have men in places of authority who 
ought to know what is going on in our land. 
Some of these men are professing Christians. 


Why is there not some effort being made to © 


check this awful downward trend in our social 
life? Have the whiskey and wine and _ beer 
companies a strangle-hold upon our land which 
cannot be broken? We hear little about any 
real reform efforts. 


Oh for a Revival that would make us see 
drunkenness as our great national sin and shame 


and danger! The church should lead in tem-— 


perance movements, but the church seems 
strangely silent. When I was a young man we 
had our Temperance Societies and our pledge 
cards for our young people to sign and the 
voice of the church was lifted in an earnest 
effort to “do something about it.” Conditions 
are even worse today and there are few sermons 
on temperance and no real effort to teach our 
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young people the truth about alcohol. May the 
Lord awaken us before it is too late! 


I. A Vivid Picture: Proverbs 23:29-35. 


I read long years ago ““Ten Nights in a Bar 
Room” and this book should be in the hands 
of our young people today. It gives a realistic 
picture of the terrible effects of drinking. But 
thousands of years ago we have painted for us 
an even better picture, this well-known passage 
from the Book of Proverbs, the Book of Practical 


- Common Sense. Let us note some of these 


verses: 


1. Some questions and the obvious answer. 
Look at these six questions. Who hath woe? 
Go with me to any home where the husband 
or wife, or both, drink and I will show you 
a home of woe. Who hath sorrow? Where do 
we find more heart broken people than any- 
where else? In a drunkard’s home. Who hath 
contentions? Where are people constantly quar- 


-reling and fighting? Where there are two 


drunk men. Who hath babbling? Where is 
foolish and meaningless talking? Did you ever 


hear a drunkard “babble”? Who hath wounds 


without cause? Two men fight over nothing 
when drunk. Who hath redness of eyes? (and 


nose). Have you ever seen one of these red 


eyed and red nosed men? The obvious answer 
to all the questions is, they that tarry long at 
the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. 


29. A command: look not thou upon the 
wine when it is red, when it giveth his color 
in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. (goeth 
down smoothly) I can see the colored adver- 
tisements in some of our popular magazines and 
the face of the man who pours out the beer 
and talks about its delicious flavor. No such 
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advertisements ought to be allowed either in 
magazines or on TV. 


3. Some Results: At the last it biteth like 
a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. I have 
never been fond of snakes. I do not like their 
poisonous bite. I have never indulged in strong 
drink. I do not like its poisonous bite. A man 
in the clutches of delirium tremens is in a sad 
condition. 


4. “I will seek it yet again.”’ This is so true. 
No matter how terrible is the result, the appe- 
tite is so strong that the alcoholic goes back 
again. 


II. Some Young Men of Courage: Daniel 1:1-20. 


We have in this chapter a most striking ex- 
ample of moral courage. The story is familiar. 
Daniel and his three friends are held in honor 
by all who admire those who stand by their 
convictions; all who have convictions and stand 
by them. To these four Hebrew children the 
meat and drink offered them in the land of 
their captivity was unclean and they would 
be defiling themselves to partake of it. In our 
day we need young men and young women who 
have convictions about strong drink and are 
ready to stand up and be counted on the side 


of temperance; who will Dare to be a Daniel; © 


Dare to stand alone; Dare to have a purpose 
true; Dare to make it known. The temptation 
was strong in the case of these four Hebrew 
children. They were captives in a heathen land. 
They had been selected as promising young men 
who would be advanced to positions of promi- 
nence if they pleased the king. We know the 
story and its outcome. 


III. Giving Drink to our Neighbors: 
Habakkuk 2:9-16. 


“Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor 
drink!” If our TV programs and magazine 
stories are true pictures of the social life of 
America, this is the first thing we do when 
neighbors and friends visit us—we offer them 
something to drink. Then, think of our “cock- 
tail parties.” ‘They tell us that our congress- 
men and diplomats are kept running from one 
such party to another, and this at a time when 
our leaders need all the wisdom possible. We 
know, of course, that all our people do not 
fall into the categories mentioned above. There 
are millions, however, who do, and America 
can no more escape “woe” than Israel did. This 
sort of social drinking is perhaps our number 
one social scandal and problem. ‘The pity of 
it all is that men and women who call them- 
selves Christian indulge in this folly and sin. 
When will the parents in our homes learn some 
sense in this respect? What an atmosphere for 
our children, and what an influence upon them! 
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learning experiences 


for each age group— 
Ou r Presbyterian Literature 


published by the 
ey BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 

IV. Stumbling Blocks: Romans 13:11-15; 23. 

Jesus had a good deal to say about causing 
our brethren to stumble, or one of these “‘little 
ones.” Paul says, It is good neither to eat 
flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything whereby 
thy brother stumbleth. We know that there 
are some 5,000,000 alcoholics in our country and 
untold millions of common drunkards. Many 
of these, no doubt have “stumbled” over some 
of us. We might pride ourselves on_ being 
strong enough to drink. and not get drunk, but 
our brother is weaker; and we, by our very 
attitude, have tripped him up, and there he 
lies on the floor, or in the gutter, or perhaps 
dead, after some drunken brawl. Do we assume 
the attitude of Cain, and say, Am I my brother's 


keeper? Not one of us lives to himself. We 
are not in this world simply to please ourselves. 


Paul lays down a great principle in this 


chapter, a principle which ought to make every 


Christian a total abstainer. How else can we 
be sure that we have not caused our brother 
to stumble, or be offended, or be made weak? 


There are millions of Christians in our coun- 
try. Suppose every one of them would take 
the same position that Paul took? Would there 
not be a vast improvement? And would not a 
load be lifted from our consciences and from 
the church as an institution? Do we not owe | 
it to ourselves and to our Lord Jesus Christ 
to cease being “an occasion to fall” to our 
brother? Would it be much of a sacrifice to 
give up our so-called “liberty”? We know that 
strong drink of any sort is harmful. We know 


that to many it becomes an almost incurable . 


disease. Why not rise up and say, we will have 
no partnership with strong drink, both for our 
own sakes and for the sake of others. I appeal 
to you today in the name of our Master that you 
no longer cause your neighbor, or some “‘little 
one” to stumble. May the Lord give you grace 
to avoid this. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 31 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS - 


The Way Of Christian Fellowship 


Scripture: Ephesians 4:1-16 


Suggested Hymns: 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“How Sweet, How Heavenly Is The Sight” 
“Blest Be The Tie That Binds” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

There was a time when men thought that 
the best way to know God was to withdraw 
into seclusion and to give one’s whole time 
to the business of study and meditation. They 
believed that if a man could live in a small 
cell with no companions to distract him that 
he would be sure to know God better than 
others. We are well aware that there is real 
value in having times to be alone with God. 
We need to read the Bible, to pray, and to 
meditate when distractions are absent, but this 
is not the only way of knowing God. We 
are not even ready to say that it is the best way. 


Do we really need the fellowship of other 
people in order to know God? We can say this 
at least: down through the years of God’s deal- 
ings with men He has often spoken to them 
and revealed Himself to them in the community 
situation. God has spoken to groups. He has 
made us social creatures, that is, to live together 
in communities. He has called on us to worship 
Him in groups as well as individually. It is 
clearly God’s will that we are to live in fellow- 
ship with one another, and as we do His will 
we come to know Him. 


Let us give more particular thought to some 
of the forms of fellowship in which we come 
to a fuller knowledge of God. 


First Speaker: 


As the program leader has indicated, we come 
to know God through the experience of worship, 
and God has indicated that some of that wor- 
ship should be done in company with other 
Christians. In Hebrews 10:25 we are admon- 
ished not to forsake the assembling of ourselves 
together for study and worship. When the 
church, the body of Christ, worships together 
we are reminded of the things of God in so 
many ways. The hymns and the prayers bear 
witness to the nature and the works of God. 
It is when the church worships together that 
God speaks through the preaching of His Word, 
the Bible. Romans 10:17 says, “Faith cometh 
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by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 
The same can be said for the knowledge of 
God. “How shall they hear without a preach- 
er?” Rom. 10:14. We might also ask, How shall 
they know God unless they give ear to the 
preaching that is available? | 


God makes Himself known to us through the 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 


and these sacraments are ordinarily administered 


in the church, by the officers of the church, and 
to the members of the church. In other words, 
we rightly think of the sacraments as belonging 
ordinarily to public worship. One of the pur- 
poses of these sacraments is to help us know 
God and grow in His grace. Most of us experi- 
ence the sacraments in fellowship with other 
Christians, so that this way of knowing God 
is a way of fellowship. 7 


Second Speaker: © 

Another time honored way that God has used 
to make Himself known is through the exchange 
of ideas and knowledge. When Christians know 
the Scriptures and when they know God, they 
can be of great help by sharing their knowledge 
and their experiences with others. Sometimes 
we refer to this sharing as “witnessing.” No 
thinking person can question the value and 
the effectiveness of the spoken word . . . the 
informal, personal work of witnessing. We 
must not fail to recognize then that the witness- 
ing activity involves fellowship. It is an activity 
of fellowship. 


As Christians, we must recognize our respon- 
sibility to bear witness to our knowledge of God 
and our experience of His salvation. We are 
stewards of the mysteries and the riches of God. 
Whenever we come together with our friends, 
it is our responsibility to them and to God to 
share our knowledge of the things eternal. In 
this way we make our fellowship with them a 
means of increasing their knowledge of God. 
Perhaps some of us have been blessed by having 
Christian friends who have shared their knowl- 
edge with us. If so, we know God better because 
of our fellowship with them. 


Third Speaker: 


Some of the most effective lessons men ever 
learn come through their observations of the 
lives of others. Often the deeds of a man’s life 
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impress us far more than the words of his mouth, 
especially if his deeds are inconsistent with his 
words. We are familiar with the proverb, “What 


you do speaks so loudly that I cannot hear what | 


you say.” ‘There is a wealth of truth in this 
proverb. It may well be that much of what we 
know about God has been demonstrated to us 
in the day by day living of some devout Chris- 
tian. 

This demonstration of God in the daily life 
involves fellowship. We are not actors on a 
stage portraying Christianity before an audi- 
ence. We are citizens of a spiritual kingdom. 
We live our lives and bear witness to our faith 


and our God in close fellowship with other 
people. We are not apart from them, but in 
close companionship with them. It is in this 
day by day association that we have opportunity 
to show that the Christ in us, the God with us, 
makes a difference in our lives. If we are true 
to God in our daily living, others can get a true 
idea of God by observing our conduct. This 
also is a way in which the knowledge of God 
is spread through fellowship. How many people 
are coming to a true knowledge of God because 
of their fellowship with us? Are there any who 
have the wrong idea of God because they have 


measured Him by our lives? 


ALABAMA 


Montgomery — Dr. Henry E. Russell, chairman 
of the Synod of Alabama’s sub-committee on 
Evangelism has announced the calling of a full- 
time director of Evangelism to serve the 200 Pres- 
byterian US churches in this state. 


_ The first director in the history of the Synod 
ls Wetumpka’s Mayor Mac W. eeman, Jr., a 

yman who was elected Moderator-nominee of 
the Synod at its June meeting at South Highland 
Presbyterian church in Birmingham. 


Dr. Russell, in making the announcement of Mr. 
“reeman’s acceptance of the call, was optimistic 
in his hope that this would be a major step for- 
ward in aiding Presbyterianism in Alabama. This 
office of director of Evangelism was authorized by 
the Synod in June. It is a part of the benevolent 
program of the Synod. 
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The duties of the new director were out- 
lined by Dr. Russell as primarily administra- 
tive with the promotion and organizing a state- 
-wide program of evangelism among the 39,000 
Presbyterians in Alabama. Mr. Freeman will pro- 
mote training sessions, rallies, retreats, confer- 
ences and clinics throughout the state in an effort 
to strengthen the total evangelism program. 


Mr. Freeman shortly after his appointment, 
stated that his work calls for greater emphasis b 
the lay members in the field of personal evangel- 
ism. He said, “Evangelism is the most important 
work of the church. It is the reason the church 
exists. I hope I can challenge the entire Synod 
to greater work in Evangelism.” Mr. Freeman’s 
office will be located in the educational building 
of the First Presbyterian church in Wetumpka. 


A member of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Wetumpka, Mr. Freeman has been a ruling elder 


‘ginece 1951. He has served as Moderator of East 


Alabama Presbytery, Chairman of East Alabama 
Presbytery’s committee on Evangelism and as 
President of the men of the church for East Ala- 
bama. He is a native of Wetumpka and has owned 
and operated a dry cleaning business there. He 
has been active in civic affairs having served as 
president of the Wetumpka Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Wetumpka Lions Club. He was 
named Wetumpka’s man of the year in 1957. 


Board of Church Extension 
Report of July, 1958 


Budget for 1958 1,965,965.00 
Receipts to date . 473,929.29 
Percentage of Annual Budget . 24.7% 
Balance needed for the year 1,492,085.71 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


GEORGIA 


Cherokee Presbytery met in called session 
Thursday, July 24th, to examine for the Gospe 
Ministry, Candidate Thomas A. Stallworth, recent 
graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary. 
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Mr. Stallworth, a native of Atlanta, was a 
member of the West End Presbyterian Church, and 
a graduate of Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C. 
He has been called to serve as Assistant Pastor to 
the First Presbyterian Church, Rome, Ga. 


He was ordained in the sanctuary of that Church 
on Thursday by a commission composed of the 
Revs. Robert S. Busey, Dennis Ketchem, Robert 
C. Poley, Jr., Jack Robinson and Leigh R. Scott 
and Ruling Elders John Maddox and Otis Milner. 


Presbytery will hold its Stated Fall Meeting at 
the Parkview Presbyterian Church, Marietta, Ga., 
September 16, 1958 at 10:00 A.M. 


Robert C. Poley, Jr. 
Stated Clerk 


Presbytery of Augusta-Macon — Under the 
leadership and guidance of Dr. James Carr, Secre- 
tary of Town and County Church, and our Presby- 
tery’s Executive Secretary, the Larger Parish 
known as “Georgia Parish” was officially organized 
on July 21, 1958. Six churches in the northern 
part of the Presbytery have voted to organize this 
Larger Parish and other churches are studying 
the plan. The six churches now in the Parish are: 
Washington, Ficklin, Crawfordville, Bethany, 
Siloam and Penfield. There are three ministers 
in the Parish at present, and it is hoped that six 
additional churches will join within the year. The 
coordinator is the Rev. Henry Close, pastor of the 
Washington Church. The associate coordinator is 
the Rev. George Grissom, Crawfordville. The other 
minister, of Greensboro and serving Siloam and 
Penfield, is the Rev. Charles Gahagan who will 
serve on the Executive Committee. 


Committees are being formed and plans are 
being made for immediate work with Youth, 
Adults, Leadership Training and a possible Parish- 
wide picnic. 


This is the first parish in the Synod of Georgia, 
- we believe that God has great things in store 
or us. 
Mrs. Nina H. Corry, Sec. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


The Presbvtery of Mecklenburg met in the Cen- 
tral Steele Creek Presbyterian Church at 7:30 
P.M. on July 21, 1958. This was an adjournment 
pg ben previous meeting of Presbytery on April 


The meeting was opened with prayer by the 
Moderator, Rev. James R. Crook. The opening 
worship was led by Mr. A. Jackson Morrison, can- 
didate for licensure and ordination who preached 
the sermon as part of his examination. 


The report of the Committee on Ministerial 
Education was given by the chairman, the Rev. 
Lawrence I. Stell. The Presbytery received the 
report as information and adopted the recom- 
mendations. 


RECEPTION OF CANDIDATES: Two candi- 
dates for lay service in the Church, Miss Carolyn 
Goodman of the First Presbyterian Church, Ham- 
let, and Mr. A. T. Brown of the Plaza Church of 
Charlotte, were introduced to Presbytery. Each 
made a statement as to his experience of Christ 
and motives for entering the lay service. 


The following candidates were introduced: Wal- 
ter Ronald Case of the Hopewell Presbyterian 
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Church; Richard A. Curnow, Jr., of the South 
Park Church; James Eller of the Sharon Church; 
Reid Huntley of the Westminster Church, and 
Graham Reid, Jr., of the Trinity Church. The 
educational background of each was given by the 
chairman. The Moderator gave the examination 
on Experimental Religion and motives for seeking 
the Ministry. The examination was sustained as 
satisfactory and the candidates were enrolled after 
the Service of Dedication led by the Moderator 
and assisted by the Ministers of Churches to which 
the candidates belong. The Rev. Richard Curnow 
delivered the Charge and the Rev. Howard Chad- 
wick led in prayer. 


RECEPTION OF CANDIDATES FOR LICEN- 
SURE AND ORDINATION: Dr. Lawrence Stell 
introduced Mr. A. Jackson Morrison and Mr. Edwin 
O. Byrd, Jr., both graduates of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary. He also introduced their fam- 
ilies. The Moderator then examined in Experi- 
mental Religion and Dr. Stell in knowledge of 
Theology, Dr. H. G. Bedinger in Church Govern- 
ment and the Sacraments, and the Rev. B. H. 
Evans in English Bible. Each part was sustained 
as satisfactory. Mr. Byrd preached his sermon 
and both sermons were approved by Presbytery. 
The examination as a whole was sustained as 
satisfactory. 


The Rev. Henry S. Robinson, Chairman of the 
Commission on the Minister and His Work, pre- 
sented the CALLS which were accepted. CALLS: 
From the Cameronian Church for the services of 
Rev. Edwin O. Byrd, Jr., and from the Norman 
and Mt. Carmel Churches for the services of Rev. 
A. Jackson Morrison. 


The following Commissions were appointed to 
install Mr. Byrd and Mr. Morrison. To install the 
Rev. Edwin O. Byrd, Jr., as Pastor of the Cam- 
eronian Church on Sunday, August 10, 1958 at 
7:30 P.M.: Dr. J. Cecil Lawrence to preside, the 
Rev. Stewart Yandle to preach the sermon, the 
Rev. John McLaney to charge the congregation, 
Elder Oscar Byrd to charge the Pastor, and Elder 
Hewitt Haney to read the scripture and lead in 
prayer. The Commission to install and ordain the 
Rev. A. Jackson Morrison of the Norman and Mt. 
Carmel Churches on Sunday, August 3, 1958, 
meeting in the Norman Church at 4:00 P.M.: Dr. 
J. Cecil Lawrence to preside, Dr. H. G. Bedinger 
to deliver the charge to the congregation, the Rev. 
J. R. Hobson, Elders Harvey Morrison and Lee 
McInnis. Presbytery invited the Rev. Hugh Pol- 
lard and the Rev. C. C. Hamilton to participate in 


the services. 


The 221st Stated Meeting of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery convened in the Central Steele Creek 
Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, July 22, 1958, 
at 9:00 A.M. The retiring Moderator, the Rev. 
J. R. Crook, led the opening worship and preached 
the sermon using the topic “An Introduction to 
the Study of Learning Within the Covenant.” The 
Moderator opened the meeting with prayer. 


The history of the Central Steele Creek Church 
was given by Mrs. E. L. Grier, Sr., to the Church. 


The Moderator of the General Assembly, Mr. 
Philip Howerton, was presented to the Presbytery. 


The Rev. Robert Turner, Moderator Nominee, 
was elected Moderator of the Presbytery. The 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., Mr. 
Philip Howerton, gave a report on the recent 


meeting of the General Assembly. Rev. J. R. 


Crook requested that Presbytery dissolve the Pas- 
toral relations between him and the Mulberry 
Church, effective August 15, 1958, and grant him 
a letter of transfer to the Presbytery of Nash- 
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ville. Rev. S. W. Hogue requested that Presbytery 
dissolve the Pastoral relation between him and 
the First Church, Wadesboro, effective September 
1, 1958, and grant him a letter of transfer to 
the Presbytery of Piedmont. Both congregations 
concurred in these requests. Presbytery granted 
the requests and instructed the Stated Clerk to 
attach letters of commendation for each of these 
men expressing Presbytery’s appreciation for their 
fine work in the field of Christian Education. 


RECEPTION OF MINISTERS: The Stated Clerk 
reported that he had certificates of transfer from 
the Presbytery of Atlanta for the Rev. Marion 
Currie and from the Presbytery of Orange for the 
Rev. Thomas Ruff. The certificates were found 
in order and the examination proceeded. The 
Ministers were received and enrolled as members 
of the Presbytery upon the signing of the covenant. 


Presbytery authorized the appointment of a 
Commission to install the Rev. Marion H. Currie 
as Minister of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Hamlet. Members of the Commission appointed 
were: Chairman, Rev. Robert Turner, Dr. . Cecil 
Lawrence, the Rev. J. Arthur Sanders, and Elders 
W. E. Price. of Charlotte and W. S. McRae of 
Ellerbe. Mr. Currie asked Presbytery to have the 
Commission to install him as Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Hamlet, on Sunday, July 27, 
at 8 P.M. The Commission appointed by Presby- 
tery to install the Rev. Stewart Ritchie as Pastor 
of the Amity Presbyterian Church on July 27, at 
8:00 P.M. was as follows: Rev. M. R. Williamson 
to preside and Propound the Constitutional Ques- 
tions, the Rev. R. M. Kerr to preach, the Rev. 
S. W. Yandle to charge the Minister, Elder J. A. 
Barrus to charge the congregation, and Elder 
Clayton Kuck as an alternate. 


The Committee on Resolutions expressed ap- 
preciation to: 


1. The Moderator for his wise guidance and 


the clerks for their faithful service. 


2. The Pastor and Congregation of Central 
Steele Creek Church for their careful provisions 
for the comfort of Presbytery and for the de- 
licious meal provided by the ladies of the Con- 
gregation. 


3. To Mrs. E. L. Grier, Sr. for reporting the 
es history of the Central Steele Creek 
shurch. 


4. To Mrs. William Young for her services at 
the organ. 


A copy of this report was sent to the Session 
of the Central Steele Creek Church and to the 
President of the Women of the Church. 


J. Cecil Lawrence 
Executive Secretary 
Mecklenburg Presbytery 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton — A new English teacher is joining the 
faculty of Presbyterian College, Academic Dean 
George C. Bellingrath announced today. 


_He is Jack Durant, who leaves the staff of Mary- 

ville College to become instructor in English at PC. 
Durant will begin his duties at the start of the 
fall semester on September 8. He replaces Bill 
Toole, who has a leave-of-absence to work on his 
doctorate at Vanderbilt University. : 


Durant taught at Maryville College during the 
bast year and prior to that spent two years with 
the U. S. Army in Europe. A native of Birming- 
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ham, Ala., he attended Alabama Polytechnic In- 
stitute for two years (1948-50) and was gradu- 
ated from Maryville with his A.B. degree in 1953. 
He received his Master’s from the University of 
Tennessee in 1955, after giving particular empha- 
sis to English drama. 


The new PC teacher is married to the former 


Judy Bernice Johnson, and they are members of 
the Presbyterian Church. 


First Presbyterian Church, Sumter, S. C.—This 
church, of which Rev. Cliff H. McLeod, D.D., is 
Pastor, held open house in June for its new edu- 
cational building and chapel. Recently completed 
at a cost of $365,000.00 these units represent the 
culmination of several years of planning. The 
buildings were designed by Harold E. Wagoner 
of Philadelphia, Pa. and provide complete edu- 


cational facilities for all ages in addition to offices, 


parlor, library, fellowship hall, nurseries, etc. They 
are air-conditioned throughout. 


This church was organized in 1823 and has a 
membership of 1250. The present sanctuary was 
built in 1905 and was remodeled in 1951 at a cost 
of $161,000.00 as the first phase of the church’s 
building and renovation program. The new edu- 
cational building and chapel are the second and 
third stages in the development program. | 


First Church has organized three other Presby- 
terian churches in Sumter during the past few 
years and just recently completed at a cost of 
$31,000.00 a beautiful educational building in the 
northwest part of the city to house the present 
Miller Presbyterian Outpost which, it is hoped, 
will be formally organized, also into a church in 
the near future. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond — (PN) — Appointment of the Rev. — 


John H. Marion of Richmond, Va., to work in 
the field of human relations in the South has 
been announced by the Boards of Christian Edu- 
cation and National Missions of the United Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. 


Dr. Marion has served as Secretary of the Divi- 
sion of Christian Relations in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., and has held pastorates in Presby- 
terian churches in Caruthersville, Mo., Rock Hill, 
S. C., Durham, N. C., and Richmond. He is a 
member of the executive committee of the De- 
partment of Racial and Cultural Relations of the 
National Council of Churches. 


He will join the boards’ present staff in the 
work as a specialist in human relations having 
served as executive director of the Virginia Coun- 
cil of Human Relations since 1955. 


In this new work Dr. Marion will counsel with 
churches and pastors to assist in setting —_ pro- 
grams of Christian action, and direct workshops 
and conferences for laymen and ministers in co- 
operation with agencies that have a concern for 
which accompany segregation in the 

outh. | 


The focal point of his activities for the next 
several months will be Virginia. 


Dr. Marion, 54, holds a Doctor of Divinity de- 
gree from Davidson College, and is a graduate 
of Erskine College and Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary. 


A native of Chester, S. C., he has traveled and 
studied in Europe and Palestine on an H. Stacy 
Smith fellowship. He has also served as an in- 
TT at the Richmond Professional Institute 
ere. 
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